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started the festival together

Higuma, a representative of the
g orthopedic clinics and a
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r. Atsushi
executive committee for midwinter outdoor music

festival “Gosetsu JAM,”

with his friends as they set about adding to the charm

of Tokamachi while developing seven stores in Tokyo
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Tokamachi and take pride in their

“Gosetsu JAM” was created from a
desire for young local people to like
city.

Mr

and Tokamachi includin
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® Looking for new strength to revitalize the region.
Areas can be “revitalized” beginning
with hard work and talking.

Mr. Hiroki Miyahara is from Yokohama City in
Kanagawa Prefecture. In November 2009, he moved to
Matsudai District to start work in a cooperative group
for regional revitalization. Mr. Miyahara is engaged in
stimulating the region by helping with farmwork and
participating in various events, while renting vacant
houses and fallow land on which to carry out
agricultural business. As well as being in charge of one
of the villages in Hoshitouge, which is famous for its
terraced rice fields, he has also been entrusted with the
administration of the local meeting, experience and
exchange facility “Kyasshii Hall.”

Mr. Miyahara explains: “It's really urgent that a
system is established so that people can resolve the
various challenges faced by underpopulated areas with
assistance from administrative powers.”
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®Young blood focusing on new generation of
agriculture,

Seeking the correct course for new

agriculture by capitalizing on Toka-

machi's rich nature.

Mr. Takayori Miyauchi is in charge of the production
department at Hanamizu Nosan, Ltd. After graduating
from high school, he studied agriculture at an
agricultural college and was determined to become
successful as a farmer. Mr. Miyauchi then joined
Hanamizu Nosan, Ltd., which is run by his father.

Since being designated in 2005 as a Project for
Promotion of Farming, Fishing and Forestry in Niigata
Prefecture, the company has produced Koshihikari rice,
strawberries (Echigo-hime), soybeans, lilies, tomatoes,
eggplants, pumpkins, and so on. There is also being
developed a diversified agricultural business based on
organic farming and local production for local
consumption, with manufacturing and sales at
“Miyauchi no Tofu” (the company's own factory) and
the “Azemichi Farm Shop” direct sales point.
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©Art in Tokamachi — Art festival on the land.

The home of an art festival that can
be walked around, experienced, and
felt with one's whole being.

The Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennale is the world's
largest international art festival and is held in the
Echigo-Tsumari region (Tokamachi and Tsunan-
Town). Taking the concept of “humans being part of
nature,” this event takes place on a vast site covering

ly 760 square kil and aims to
reclaim various inherent regional values through the
medium of art, enhancing the appeal of the region and
telling the world about it while building a path for
regeneration of the area.
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®Dynamic and healthy city development (Sightseeing).
Various initiatives are aiming to produce a tourist
city with a large influx of people.

Tokamachi is rich with tourist attractions, including idiosyncratic events
such as art festivals and snow festivals, hot springs, terraced rice-fields, local
foods, and much more besides. While specific sights continue to attract
visitors, there has also recently been a surge in the popularity of agriculture
and nature experience-type tourism. Through a comprehensive range of
tourism and exchange projects — including sporting, cultural and volunteer
activities — the aim is to bring a great influx of people to Tokamachi.
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©Dynamic and healthy city development (Culture and sports)
Tokamachi is communicating with the whole of
Japan and the world through culture and sports.

City development with artistic culture is being promoted more than ever as
an initiative to convey the area's culture to the whole of Japan and overseas,
using national treasures and flame-shaped earthen vessel. Facilities are also
being serviced to provide lifetime sports centers and locations for cultural
exchange through sports to ensure that all citizens can actively participate in
healthy living.
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®Dynamic and healthy city development (Industry),
Making the most of Tokamachi City’s potential...
Efforts are being made with economic policy to produce regional
dynamism, such as through the strategic expansion of corporate invitations,
creation of new business by links between industry, government and
academia, support for promotion of local industry, implementation of
networks with exchange cities, and so on. In addition, Tokamachi has the
greatest prospects for agriculture, forestry and stock-raising, which are treated
as industries that can be differentiated from others, and is strongly promoting
the establishment of training for farmers and various community farming
systems, branding of agricultural produce, and commercialization of these
industries.
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@City development that treats people gently.
Initiatives are cementing the importance of relation-
ships between people.

Efforts are being made to ensure that city development in Tokamachi treats
people gently, raising the bearers of future generations, respecting old people
and protecting the weak through support for the child-raising generation,
provision of nursing services, support for the elderly, provision of care worker
facilities, support for people who have difficulties, maintenance of the
educational environment, and implementation of all kinds of education
projects.
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©City development with safety and peace of mind,
Various initiatives are under way to keep everyone
smiling.

An environment in which citizens can live safely and comfortably is being
built by working towards a recycling society while protecting Tokamachi

City's treasured rich natural envi the

with areas of heavy snowfall, um astructur q of
disaster pi ion systems, and r ation of semi-1 areas.
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@ Realization of city development,
New initiatives are commencing entirely for the
good of citizens.

Progress is being made with cooperative city development whereby close
networks and mutual trust are built up between citizens, the locality,
businesses and all kinds of organizations and administrations, etc. based on the
concept of producing new public services.
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