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Mayor’s Greeting

“Creating a community which values mutual support, and a higher quality of
life that integrates a contemporary lifestyle with the bountiful nature of our
snowy homeland”

Yoshifumi Sekiguchi Mayor, Tokamachi City

Our greatest treasure is our satoyama way of life. It’ s a precious inheritance from our ancestors, which is rooted in our
bountiful natural environment. I believe that in order to protect it for the future, it’s important to collaborate with a di-
verse network of people who, through mutually sharing their knowledge and ideas, can sow the seeds of growth needed
to develop a more attractive society.

For instance, Tokamachi City has been transforming through the Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennale, a contemporary art
festival which began almost twenty years ago. Thanks to the support of many people, the Triennale has grown into a
major brand for the city, attracting supporters across the globe, and stimulating exchange and community revitalization.

We’re a city which welcomes the outsider with open arms, and many people from a range of backgrounds and profes
sional fields, such as our “Local Vitalization Cooperator: re finding a permanent home here. I believe that all of these
incomers, and all of our citizens, have the right to a lifestyle which benefits fully from the satoyama’ s natural blessings.
In order to secure this, we are aiming to becoming a sustainable society with major commitments such as a renewable
energy policy.

Together, we are building a community which values mutual support, and a higher quality of life that integrates a con-
temporary lifestyle with the beautiful nature of a Snow Country region. My wish is for Tokamachi City to become a city
chosen by many people, able to provide everything needed for them to settle here for generations to come.
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