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Hachi & Seizo Tashima
Museum of Picture Book Art

Story & Art Lies Between the Moun-
tains

After closing in 2005, Sanada Elementary
School, located in Tokamachi City’s Hachi
village, was reborn as an art museum on
July 26, 2006. Envisioning the entire space
as pages of a picture book, artist, Seizo
Tashima, worked with many local people
and volunteers to bring his idea to life. The
Hachi village and Tashima’s museum is
now known as the “Hachi & Seizo Tashima
Museum of Picture Book Art; it will capture
your imagination and inspire a variety of ex-
perience.
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Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennale

Discover the Satoyama through
Art: A Region-Wide Museum of
the Earth Created with the Core
Principle, “Human Beings are a
Part of Nature”

The Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennale, held
once every three years in the Echigo-Tsu-
mari region (Tokamachi City and Tsunan
Town), transforms the area into the world’s
largest outdoor art gallery. Using art as a
medium to (re)discover the attraction and
values of the satoyama landscape and life- &
style, the festival continues to attract many ; g v s %
people to Tokamachi City, creating oppor- &
tunities for regional revitalization.
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New Farmer

Holy Basil Farmer

“I am originally from Saitama Prefecture, but | chose to move to Matsu-
noyama because of the beautiful nature and friendly people here. Holy

basil makes herbal tea which is both delicious and healthy. | love the
Matsunoyama region, and | would like to continue growing holy basil here”

Incomer
Chef at Ikote

“l grew up in Saitama Prefecture but found work in a restaurant in
Tokamachi as | wanted to escape the city. The fresh, seasonal in-
gredients here inspire me, and I’'m grateful to all the producers
who work hard to create these delicious seasonal flavours.”
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Akira Shimamura
Tea Producer, Matsunoyama Chakura
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Saki Shibayama
Chef, Tokamachi Industry and Crafts Center IKOTE
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Creating Renewable
Sources of Energy with
our Rich Natural Resources

Tokamachi City is engaging with projects
that utilize the abundant natural resources
in the region as sources of renewable
energy. We are aiming to produce at least
30% (90,000 MWh) of our electricity from
such renewable sources by 2025.

In October 2016, we were nationally rec-
ognized as a “Biomass Town”. We are un-
dertaking six projects, including biomass
fuel combustion of thinnings and used-dia-
pers. In this way, we are utilizing a variety of
sources to generate energy, and these
sources range from everyday waste to un-
tapped natural resources.

Additionally, we are generating power
from the flowing waters of the Shinano
River, while developing methods to utilize
the geothermal heat of Matsunoyama
Onsen.
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Mayor’s Greeting

“Creating a community which values mutual support, and a higher quality of
life that integrates a contemporary lifestyle with the bountiful nature of our
snowy homeland”

Yoshifumi Sekiguchi Mayor, Tokamachi City

Our greatest treasure is our satoyama way of life. It’ s a precious inheritance from our ancestors, which is rooted in our
bountiful natural environment. I believe that in order to protect it for the future, it’s important to collaborate with a di-
verse network of people who, through mutually sharing their knowledge and ideas, can sow the seeds of growth needed
to develop a more attractive society.

For instance, Tokamachi City has been transforming through the Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennale, a contemporary art
festival which began almost twenty years ago. Thanks to the support of many people, the Triennale has grown into a
major brand for the city, attracting supporters across the globe, and stimulating exchange and community revitalization.

We’re a city which welcomes the outsider with open arms, and many people from a range of backgrounds and profes
sional fields, such as our “Local Vitalization Cooperator: re finding a permanent home here. I believe that all of these
incomers, and all of our citizens, have the right to a lifestyle which benefits fully from the satoyama’ s natural blessings.
In order to secure this, we are aiming to becoming a sustainable society with major commitments such as a renewable
energy policy.

Together, we are building a community which values mutual support, and a higher quality of life that integrates a con-
temporary lifestyle with the beautiful nature of a Snow Country region. My wish is for Tokamachi City to become a city
chosen by many people, able to provide everything needed for them to settle here for generations to come.
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Supporting the Growth of our Children

Working to improve our schools, and towards an educational practice based on the
principles of coexistence, we are developing educational programs that utilize our
local resources such as the local community, nature and culture. We hope to nurture
alove of their hometown in our children, and provide them with the support they need
to develop into independent adults.
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Generating Waves of Exchange

Tokamachi City is rich in resources for tourism with unique events, including the Echi-
go-Tsumari Art Triennale and winter-inspired events; onsen; rice terraces; and cultur-
al assets such as the Flame-style Pottery, a National Treasure. Tourism utilizing these
assets while telling a story, and providing an encounter with the region’s food culture
and history is gaining popularity. We hope to generate a continuous “flow of people”
through comprehensive tourism and exchange programs that integrate sports and
cultural programs, and volunteer activities.
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of Japanese art. We are working to promote our satoyama culture to the world in

order to foster a love for our homeland.

ancient pottery designated a National Treasure that symbolizes peace and the beauty
* Jomon era: 10500 - 400 BC

Tokamachi City, situated in the heart of a heavy snowfall region, has a unique history
and culture woven amid the snow and plentiful nature of the satoyama. It can be
traced back to the Jomon era, when people living in this area crafted kaen’gata doki,

Promoting Our Regional Treasures for the Future

HABCEI

Tty
X

25

TOKAMACHI Life

TOKAMACHI Life

26



—

RIS HIOO VD

27

3 2 < ST YT £
SHESINE S

RN —=+OREFHKY
IR [GRH-100 | 107 fIRlS N —IR Y X
L LHOCESHE SHENX SIS S Ty
BHOERHLESIHEL R R
WHE QN S0 H 1" BRMEKSTE
STHRT- ERTERBK RIS UMD IRBK YU
#to® [HH0R/ININ—"0 | ViRt &
QEER LEHE R HERITRAIK
RSRRONVRIV KSR ERHE VB
O 4SO LI QS RUEN Db tor’

#64 R SXIAUNENTRWITR L
PR YIAHHEE R S M-
WAPAVENCS 1o

TOKAMACHI Life

ZENHEFNE

-]

JIINT

¢§é5;§<p}T

—
X\

7-

DKWV
NKIE— Q)

1B ICHe— N R Tl
BIGLIIETY [HHIIK R — DS | TR
BXE—DNSEH | TRE— WY
BRCHIHN | TRE— N BB O

R | et | RS B KL
\ﬂ&&_az._ﬁwﬁwlu._m.lw._lnum._m KUK E ?u&;n@%;. ) / Wy ) TN S e IRIR VIR | K450

A HOERRKIN—N VB8O = 4. M =N ) LR CRETRY
._..\_\ ....&.WAwur*__Amm@#BéiEﬁ/\UEﬁﬁbiTo. | s R L aas 4 BKD NI — D\ QUEB ] Y bfor’

DB HEK I — NSRBI KB D RS

-

.& - S B MR~ MBS OIS

WREAXA—I-TREHPRARE [RT+25] CEET 2T HETHRRERHE

/ \\\.w_\ A ! — ., A g w =3
D) esbtiiihiamubn . & AR UROUKE— NG RKUEDE
IRHSTE DRI HHE S 6 for° | b : LS
¥ $LYE
W S

BRI RUE LI X 36

WOLIEHRL SN 540485 sz |\ o
E - 0
= | % &
B __ &
LEn g &

e -
0% & &
|2 ® &
i <Y V E 3
Mk R KHKE B A iop= B o
il RS w0 Bk s | &
fu 5 % 8 g H
+ O RRE KK ER £ ST §ELE M- /£ £
SHKE VKK S P — D% | B 3 . m m
QLSO — o~ S IR0 R ; H 2 glm ._l. i H

#6O4L° - O S R IEHK I VD
0~ 2 E SRS ITRMIL-
1B/ BE-HE e 2 0 SR I 16 H
LRI K 4 00 4D L O N 5 b o BR -
IO SIOHKHT QO D S 40—
OSSN NINWRIE
LR I S HIEKIX LR Y00 L2
RUEEOMNSOMVH D St L0 #K
B4 POURV SRNL—
W RN S SEMWIERS
MUK OLQANHPOSHNSN
BON S b1

ARk

=

HEME, (R
HI%5 | 8 % HITE

)

FU2EYITORFIZBIEL TRIEL AUV JEB TS
BY BRFLAVVIBARNEROEFZ5.

WL AV J5E5

)
REXRER, BRHRERAERSEE

FERBI AT

Mg .”q ‘ “_ __:

- ER - FEE
“DANJURO”, SehidHi& s
“HAEET)

D

MRS ERIEEEAETIRGE,

A ENERK.

Likewise, we are improving our sports facilities in order to open doors for
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Tokamachi City is promoting culture and the arts through development of downtown
spaces for exhibition and performance, including the newly opened Echigo-Tsumari

Auditoriul
sports exchange, and provide opportunities for all citizens to actively participate in

sport and exercise throughout all stages of their life.
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Connecting with the World through Culture,
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Aiming for a Diverse Global Society

Tokamachi City is actively participating in international exchange projects with its
sister city, Como, Italy, and with the Republic of Croatia as a Tokyo 2020 Olympic and
Paralympic Games Host Town. Also, the city employs foreign Assistant Language
Teachers and Coordinators for International Relations (JET Programme), promotes
the development of English speaking skills among citizens, and coordinates various
cultural exchange and inbounds tourism projects.
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sures and healthcare systems. We hope to create an environment where our citizens

can live comfortably with peace of mind.

)

become a sustainable society. We are also working to overcome the unique issues
mountainous areas, and strengthening our infrastructure, disaster-prevention mea-

We care deeply about conserving our rich natural environment, and are striving to
we face as a heavy snowfall region, while stimulating revitalization of our

Coexisting with Nature and One Another
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http://www.city.tokamachi.lg.jp/

Facebook~—%
OMiEEH KHO=MEDE (+BETH-#FEHET)

https://www.facebook.com/tsumari.artfield

O+BETH DR K 1EER

https://www.facebook.com/tokamachi.bousai

O+BETHEE Z UK

https://www.facebook.com/tokamachikyoryokutai

OR—=21NEAIZHS (THETEEDY)

https://www.facebook.com/neige.sanpo

O+HELZA»PRTR7OPIIH

https://www.facebook.com/chukatsusinpo

O#EmzZIL [FOFER ] +a00

https://www.facebook.com/matsunoyama.kyororo

y Twitter

O+BETH DR K 1EER

https://twitter.com/t_bousai

OBzl [HFOZFR]Fa00

https://twitter.com/KyororoMuseum
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