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Before coming to Matsudai I had never experienced so many extreme
changes in temperature, especially as in Ireland there we have a very

moderate climate which brings mostly rain.When I first arrived here I

thought that I would never get used to the heat, especially the humidity. I

was very glad to feel the cooler air of Autumn arrive.

Autumn is a beautiful season bringing with it an amazing array of colours.

In Ireland we do have all four seasons but the colours are not so intense. I

was lucky to have a good friend who often brought me up into the local
mountains to take in the wonderful views. I also took the opportunity at this

time to visit Kyoto to experience Autumn at its best. I am very interested in

photography so I really enjoyed capturing the seasonal colours.

Then the snow came. When I arrived back after my Christmas holidays [ was
overwhelmed by the amount of snow which covered Matsudai. I had never

seen so much snow before. Ireland in winter is very cold and wet with strong

coastal winds which prevent the snow from staying for a long time. There are

no ski resorts in Ireland. I had my first skiing experience here in Matsudai

this weekend and I really enjoyed it. I definitely want to try it again.
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