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GOODBYE +HHT

To the Citizens of -I- BRIt
From Joseph LaMuraglia, AET

As my time in Japan comes to an end, I have been
reflecting on the past vear spent in +HHA]. It seems like
yesterday that I stepped off the shinkansen in Urasa into
my new home of Niigata ken. I remember my surprise at
all the trees and fresh air. It was quite different from my
first impression of Japan that I formulated in Tokyo. As
I was driven over the mountain between 7 HB] and -+ [
AT, 1 thought to myself, “this will be my home for the next
-vear”. Little did I know how right [ was. You see, + g H]f
really has been my home. There were times that I never
thought I would say that, but for the past year 1 have
shopped here, eaten here, playved here, studied here, slept
here and even cried here. I hav‘e LIVED here.

Japanese life and life in my home country of the USA is
very different. I never thought I would adjust. Although [
haven't become 100% part of Japanese society, I have
changed enough to feel comfortable living and working in
this country. My handshake has become a bow, my
“thank you” has become “"domo arigato”, insted of
“excuse me” | sav “sumimasen”, and [ even automatically

take off my shoes when entering a home. All of these
changes in my character became evident when I ventured
home for my brother’s wedding in March. I was bowing to
the guests and saying “hajimemashite” when 1 was
introduced ta sameone. [ was acting as if [ was in Japan
without even thinking about it /

My excitement to return to my family and friends ig only
surpassed by the dread of saving good bye. Tokamachi
has been my home. Everyone that I have encountered has
changed me in a way that they will never know. When I
return to my country in July and find myself bowing to
people, I will remember -+ 5 #]. When 1 accidentally say
“arigato gozaimasu” to an American store clerk, 1 wiil
remember + HH], When I remove my shoes before enter-
ing my home, I will remember +HHE], Sayving good bye
will be more difficult than [ ever imagined.

This year has been an incredible part of my life and
evervone in - 1- BT will be a part of my memory whether
yvou were a student, teacher, store clerk, or just somecne
[ passed on the street. I want to say thank you. [ hope that
I have taught vou as much as you have taught me.

E A Cﬁgmf'k &C\W\U\'\C%Qw o
Jaseph LaMuraglia, AET
FaT FLTYT
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