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ALTernatives

Aaron Peters (T70 - &£2—9—2)

This is the third American holiday that has come and
gone since | have been in Japan, but it has been the most
important. In the US, Thanksgiving Day is a time for getting
together with a group of people, eating a huge meal, and falling
asleep in front of the TV, It is a day for relaxing and watching
football, although | doubt that my mother would agree (she
makes the meal). But most of all, it is a time for spending with
friends and family. This has been the first Thanksgiving | have
evar spent away from my family, and it has made me think
about what this day is really about. The meaning of Thanks-
giving today is much different from the meaning of the first
Thanksgiving. When the first settlers came to America, they
found that the foods they were used to farming would not
grow in the new country's soil. Realizing that they would not
have enough food to get them through the harsh Massa-
chusetts winter, the Native Americans showed the settlers
how to grow corn, which would eventually see them through
the snowy months. In thanks for this knowledge, the settlers
prepared a feast to share with the Indians. This was the first
Thanksgiving Dinner. This Thanksgiving, as | sat with the other
Chuetsu ALT’s, eating curry and rice, | was left thinking about
what Thanksgiving really means (| was also left very hungry).
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