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ALTernatives’

Colin Crosby (.iz/ - DORE—)

| have been very surprised to see the many Christmas
decorations in stores in Japan. It has reminded me of Christ-
mas at home. [ will return to America to spend the Holidays.
Christmas is perhaps the most important hoiiday in America.
Over 80% of Americans are Christians. Christmas |s the
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. It is a time when
people gather with their families to celebrate. For my family
Christmas begins in early December when we buy a live pine
tree to put in our house and decorate. The Christmas tree is
an old German tradition that symbalizes life and hope. The
days before Christmas are busy buying gifts, decorating the
house and baking cookies. On Christmas eve we have a large
dinner of Turkey and ham and pecan and pumpkin pie for
desert. Neighbors will come over and sing Carols. We go to
church at midnight to celebrate the begining of Christmas
day. The next morning we wake up and open presents. After
wards we will gather with all our relatives to exchange cookies
and visit. I wish the peaple of Tokamachi peace and happiness
m the New Year Yoi otoshl al
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