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It’s the small things that always make the biggest
differences. It’s the unknown neighbor who returns my
laundry when it blows off the line, the smile and bow of an
old lady as | walk by, or when one of my students says
hello outside of school. It is the strangers who have
helped me when | was confused at the train station, the
gentieman who shared his beer and a laugh with me at a
local restaurant. It is all the people who have gone out of
their way and brought me into their lives when they could
have just as easily passed on by. It is these little things
that | will remember most about Japan and my stay in
Tokamachi. They have made all the difference. Thank
you, goodbye.
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