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| had a conference last week in Niigata city with
about 500 other ALT's from Niigata, Gifu, and Nagano
prefectures. As usually happens at these types of mest-

ings, there was not much time spent paying attention to
the lectures, and much time spent imbibing alcohol. So
when | finally returned to Tokamachi, | promptly fell
asleep (about 8:00 pm ). When | woke up, it was dark
outside, and there was about 6in. of show on the ground.
My first thought was, “Oh my God, how long have | been
sleeping? For weeks?” Then | realized that it was only the
next day (about 4:00 pm), but that winter had begun.
The only good points are: soon I'll be snowbearding, and
soon I'll be in Thailand for vacation. See you.
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