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Thao Nguyen
A

When | came to Japan last July, it was blistering
hot and humid, At that point, everything was entirely
foreign to me. Now, nearly a year later, the summer
heat is back, but this time | feel like | know what's going
on around me. | am more in touch with Japanese culture
and am more comfortable with my surroundings.

Although | am very content with my life in Tokama-
chi, | am excited to escape the hot, humid Tokamachi air
for a few weeks. I'm heading back to America in a couple
of weeks. It's just as hot and sticky in Charlottesville,
VA but at least all the buildings and houses are air-
conditioned. | am looking forward to seeing my family and
friends again. | can't wait to sit in cafes and pay a mere
80 ¢ (B0} for all-you-can-drink coffee. My mouth is
already waiting for a plate of seafood jambalaya and
cheesecake from the Cheesecake Factory. And the
barbecues... the smell of charcoal burning.
Anyway, I'l be back soon
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